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This bulletin presents news and opinions of the staff

of Project Brave of the St. John Valley in northern Maine. Included
in this issue are.a comment on education, a poem in Prench, a
discussion of students! tools for 4 learning career, and many
photographs of activities at Project Brave. (SK) :
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Top Photo: Gilman Mlchaud (grade 2) ,Keagan School) proudly displays the three
French books which he learned to read to perfection. Gilman under-
took this profect on his own, claims his teacher Mrs, Lorraine Ouellette,

Middle Photo: Little Miss Ann Hale (grade 2, St. Thomas School, Madawaska) sits at
the prima type and reviews her spelling.

Bottom Photo:  John Charles Dionne (grade 2, Balley School) reads and recounts the
story of "Les Acadlens."

ST. JOHN VALLEY BILINGUAL EDUCATION
| TITLE VIl STAFF

Omer Plcard, Director
Gll Hebert, Evaluator
Norman Dube, French Specialist
Sr.. Sharon Leavitt, Currlculum Speclalist and Brave Bulletin Editor

 Our hearrfelt fhonks go to Miss Martine Pelletler of Van Buren,
for her advice on complling the hlsforical facts in fhls booklef. L




IS TITLE VII WORTH ITS NAME?

Ask my little onesl

The Title Vi1 staff ond progrom has made
each and every student in grade 2, a happler,
more enriched person., Our class has been
provided with equipment, audlo-visual motert-
als, books, music and a touch f magle because
of people who are sincerely concerned.

Through the dally use of phonographs, rec~
ords, language masters, language lab set, fllm-
strips, typewriters, tape recorders, rhythm
bands, and many other {tems, the children have
made remarkable progress emotlonally as well
as academically, They have developed thelr
vocabulary in both the French and Englisk fan-
guagesand have learnedto cope with many little
fears which have been blocking thelr normal
learning. They have deepened thelrrespect for
themselves, for others, and have grown to ap- T SR e B LR P e T
preclate people who work with and for them, These students have discovered that thelr French language
is something good. They have become proud of their French and are happy to speak it.

Most of these children have come to reallze that to be alive and to make good use of what Is around
us Is a wonderful thing, Thelr greatest discovery Is what makes the teachers most happy — they have dis-
covered themselves. Due to the warmer atmosphere created by the home language belng accepted, heard,
and spoken in the classcoom, the taste of success gnd the growing self-acceptance has Increased by over
80%. To hear a child laugh Is such rewarding experience | C g '

The French books In use were creatively prepared by the Title Vil staff to promote interest and to
provide opportunities for discusslons In the child's primary language. These brochures have contributed -
tremendously o the ongoing process of education for these little ones In the Valley, The children are o~
livel Those who were stlent have become actlve participants and 1t makes such o differencel They love
to tackle French and Engliish words, Learning is fun and getting ahead is something they want for them-
selves, It Is not somethlng the teacher forces them to o, except to glve an occastonal liitle push. . .,
These lively elght-year-olds have created an enthusiosm that Is contaglous, healthy, and fruitful. They

are eager and proud to read French storles to others, Our puplls work hard and find much Joy and satls-
~ facHon In thelr work, They risk, dare, and trust the adults for encouragement and support, They are
~ proud of thelr growing knowledge about thelr culture and live a happy school day, -

: \f you ;WOU;“!'*. bear whh me q_lmyle 'loc‘\ge;,' {'d like to share i!(fle ""hcpéenl;n'g", of the week., | ‘p,r'e"-: 8
~ pared a speclal actlvity on St, Patrick's Day comprised of reading, discusslon, and co'oring, One of the
puplls very candidly shared his first Impressions out loud, "Boy, this Is nicel Did Title VIl glve us this,
~ Has Title VA1 helped our children grow? 1 think it has done wonders. Is Title VIl worth I name? 1

think the quettlon has been answered, don'tyou? . . .0




A COMMENT ON EDUCATION

It is safe to assume that early childhood 1s the pertod of human life which s richest in experler.
Everything is new to the newborn chlld. His grodual grasp of his environment and of his world around him
are discovertes which, in experiential scope and quallty, go far beyond any discovery which the most ad-
venturous and daring explorer will ever make in his adult life. No Columbus, no Marco Polo has ever
seen stranger and more fascinating and thoroughly absorbing sights than the child that learns to percelve,
to taste, to smell, to touch, to hear and ses, to use his body, hls senses, and his mind. No wonder that
the child shows an insatiable curlosity. He has the whole world to discover, Education and learning,
while on the one hand furthering this process of discovery, on the other hand gradually brake and finally
stop it completely, There are relatively few adults who are fortunate enough to have retained something
of the chlld's curlosity, his capaclty for questloning and wondering. The average adult "knows all the

~answers" which 1s exactly why he wtll never know even a single answer, He has ceased to wonder, to
dlscover, He knows his way around, and it Is indeed a way around and around the same conventional
pottern, In which everything Is famlllar and nothing cause for wonder, Itls this adult who answers the
chtld's questions, and, In answerlng, fails to answer them, but instead acqualnts the child with the con-
ventional patterns of his civllization, which effectively close up the asking mouth and shut the wondering
eys. Franz Kofka once formulated this aspect of education by saylng that “probably all educatlon Is but
two things, first parrying the Ignorant children's impetuous assault o~ the truth and, second, gentle, Im-
perceptible, step-by-step Inttiation of the humillated children Into the 1le,"

Schachte!, Ernest G., Metamorphosls, Basic Books, Inc, 1959




DE GRANDIR | o Y4 ~.
Le jeune Clayton n'a qu'un plaisir (f ~\\
Celui de grandir. b N Y
128 |
I1 réve de pages et de rois__ V=7t 1 tp-’i
Mais de rien qui soit. k:ﬂf \ e
Tantot hero__tantot vilain__

Bonheurs du matint | 4

11 est poppior; i1 est danseur
Le grand homme songeur,

I1 fait galent; i1 fait gentil
Bon Jusqu'3 nidi. :

Boude, rit, fait la moue, verse une larme__
Amertune et charme

Son gout de clown et de chat noir
Le suit jusqu'au soir,

Cosmonauts, fusées, une dune,
Nuit sur la lune,

A hutt ans, clayton aino ce qu
De grandif heureux,

Normand C. Dubs




i
L. to r, Mrs. Lorralne Quellette, John Lagassey (pre-séhcoler wﬁo edhwe with his mother tb visit his big
sister's class), Mrs, Louise Lagassey and Karen Lagassey. S
The following fs an Interview of Mrs. Lotralne Ouellette (Title Vil second grade teacher of Keegan
School) and Karen Lagassey (her student), by Karen's mother, Mrs, Robert Lagassey, co-chalrman of the
Van Buren P.A,C, and also a member of the Title VII Advisory Councll, ~ e
"l am Ms, Loulse Lngassey and | come here today as a parent volunteer, | have a list of qhe_kstlohsi S
to ask Mrs. Cuellette, " o ‘ ‘ : , ,
M, Lagassey:  "Mrs. Ouellette, when did Title VIl start?”
Mrs.‘ Ouellette: " ‘be'il,evek it was started In the fall of 1970,"
Mrs. Lagassey:  "In what ways are both Title Vi1 and Follow Through stmilar? :
Mrs. Odelléﬂe: ~ "Generally, both programs are stmilar because both progrdms value bilingualism ve
‘ highly. Both programs are aimed at helping young students In thelr French, Bot
strive to glve these chlldren a working vocabulary In French, Both programs respect the
cuality of the local patols as a good language and bulld upon 1t to provide young stu-
dents with a more standord French,” A :
Mrs, lagassey: “In wﬁéf \M!Yare the}' ‘dlff;e,rgnf?” ‘ :
~ Mes, Ouellette:  "Tite VIl Is maklng a more direct effort to achleve complate bllingualism by stresstng
e mote use of French In the Instructional process. Follow Through, on the other hand,

~ touches French as a second lanquage to all students, Both programs compliment sach

both supplement the maln program of early ¢htl



Karen:

Mrs, Lagassey:

Mrs, Ovellette:

Mrs, Lagassey:

Mrs, Quellette:

‘Mrs, Lagossey:

Mrs. Ouellette:

Mrs, Ouellette:

Karen:

Mrs. Ouvellette:

Karen:

- Mrs, Ouellette:

- Karen:

Mrs. Ouellette:

Karen:

~ Mrs. Ovellette:

Karen:

Mrs. Quellette:

"Beoouseé'l'm learning to speck two languages and I'm lecrh!ng to read In French and
English," ‘

"I notlced you have two new pupils today . How do new puplls fit into the program?"
“They will be given Individuallzed Instruction In French for a while till fhey can fit

In with the group and with the French program, Every youngster will ald by giving
them help to bulld up an adequate vocabulary."

’ "My daughter told me she does teom teaching. Could you explain that?"

"Youngsters help each other and work In teams. A team that has mastered a concept
helps the team that has run Infodifﬂcuhy They work on a one-to-one basts for abouf :
15 minutes every motning."

"How Is the communlty Involved In your French reading program?"
"The economy of fhe areu Is discussed tn two of our books, Les Patates and La Forét,

History, heritage and culiure of the area Is discussed in fh(boolu Les Acadlens and
L'Egllse "

"Karen, did you bring a French book home?"
llYes . L}
“Whtch one? "

"LEglise."

 "Could you tell us somefhlng obouf fte"

" reod It to my fother, my mefher and Rene (her smer in gmde 3). Rene llked h ond
she wants to speok French too."

"Only speek French? Does she wonf fo learn to read also?"

i IIY‘S ‘ L]

"What makes you think so?"

"She frles every doy "

i "Whaf do you do? oA
_ ,que gef fogefher and l fooch her and she reads aﬁer '“0.'?; |

los ‘-"ls she learntng very well?" S




Karen:

Mrs. Ouvellette:

Karen:

Mrs. Lagassey:

Mrs, Ouellette:

Mrs, Lagossey:

"Le Petit Chaperon Rouge, and Les Trols Ours."

"Would you like to read a page from L'Eglise?"

"Yes, page 3, C'est une eglise,
C'est une eglise en brique.
C'est une eglise en brique rouge.
C'est une egllse en brique rouge dans la Vallee.
C'est une egllse,
C'est une eglise en plerre,
C'est une egllise en plerre grlse.
~ Clest une eglise en plerre grise dans la Vallee."

"This morning as | looked around | was very Impressed with the way youngsters use
various equipment, s this also made available by Title VII?" o

"Yes, we Lave the eight-station listening center which s used with tapes or records de-
pending on the concept belng taught, -The language master and headset have helped
the student who needed extra help with reading (both ‘a French and in'English), The
Precyclopedias have been used a great deal for research by the youngsters, The cre-
atlve arts supplies furnish enjoyment and beautlful resulis In creativity, The Culsen-
alre Reds have helped make math a fun game. | have named |ust a few of the audi-
visual materlals, fumished by Title Vil, Having all this wonderful aquipment at our
disposal has been a great asset In helping each child work to his full potential ,*

“Thank you very much, Mrs, Ouellette and Karen. Your answers are most !nfoﬁnq-' ;
t've.“ ’

%




MRS, LORRAINE OUELLETTE'S SECOND GRADE CLASS, KEEGAN SCHOOL

Shudents use the elght-stal
center to hear the French




POEMS
by

Mrs, Ouellette's Grade Two Students, Keegan Scheol

KITTY CAT

Cats are fluffy,
And they are puffy,
And they are stuffy,
And they are nlce.

« « « By Donna Dubay

| HAVE ADOG

1 have a dog,

he eats ltke a hogl
When | go to bed,

he lays down his hecd.

« « + By James Berube

WHEN THE WIND STARTS TO BLOW

When the wind starts to blow,
Theh spring and summer start to go.
Will autumn wind just blow

or will it snow?

« « » By Richard Miller

RABBIT

Go to sleep bunny rabblt,
Dream of your fluffy white tail,
When you wake up,

your supper will be ready for you.

. + « By Gllman Michaud

" The sun Is setting,
Its evening ralns getting here.
The wind s blowlng,

~ The whole town Is glowling.

+ « + By Michelle Laplante T‘ho flelds are wet

Sleep [ittle thing,
And mommy will sing,
- Mommy will fluff
Youf w"m 'a" .
If you woke up,
Mon.ny s going to put you tna pall,

+ + « By Sandra Berube

And ready to set.

The clouds float by.
But why? -

The h!lls are high

But | don't know why,
The clouds are so white

The sun Is set ---
The flelds are cool and wet,
Evening Is here,

And the sky 1s clear. They glow in the night,

. ‘. . By Janet Cyr




STUBENTS' TOOLS FOR A LEARNING CAREER

Depending on the tedcher's will, wisdom ond talent, the world can be exciting or dull, productive
or wosteful. For many reasons, a feacher's role today Is not an easy one. With large classes and wide
abllity levels of learning, 1t 1s becoming more difficult tograsp and hold the attention of nudenu because

 of thefr overwhelmlng exposure to oui-of-school mass communloalfon. ‘

' Everyone should bear tn mind that a one-io-one ieocher-leamer ratlo Is very rare indeed and ihai Tn
general, personal Indlvidual tnstruction Is necessarily limited to a small fraction of the student's daily
clossroom time. But meeting the needs of the Indlvldual childtsa prIme ob]ecﬂve In the schools, *

- How often have we heard this complolm. "Cerfalnly, I'd Ilke to spend time Indlvlduolly wlih euch ®
of my puplls but | Just don't have enough hours In the day." Unfortunately, 1t's true, To work Individu-
ally with each pupl! who needs assistance, forces a teacher to Tgnore the majerity of ihe class. To work
with the class as a whole means lhai somne puplls aren't getting ihe help needed. :

Educators know the problems and have trled to allevlale |hls dllemmo. Aud!o-vlsual alds have been
desfgned so that the Individual students can work with them largely on thelr own — resulting tn a program
of discovery, study and relnforcement. Materlals for use by the gifted, by the mainstream child, by the
slow learnars or by the "left out" child with learning dlsabilities have been developed. _These alds crecte’

“high Interest, rroﬂvate siudents to learn and pemit srudenis to work on Iholr own ~— ihus creollng lnde-
i pendence. L i : ‘ .

. When woﬂdng with the proper iools, sfudents can proceed as slow1y or as rapldly a3 mcessary b - .
~ grasp the concepts he needs so that learntng becomes a delIghiful ond lnformal!ve experlence. language
‘ oblllty grows from many experlences. : i gt _ : 4

 We have been rather fortunate here In ihe Volley fo f\ove had sucha proleci as our Tltl L_I__- A
g ilngual Progrdm. - They have provIded us wnh many new audlo-visual olds, To name but a few: =

= ”I.ANGUAGE MASTER

i This permlfs qulck Isolation and oa |
i repomlon of wrmen words,’ a|so vlsuol (




w fhe co‘,vcepts Iought ond Ihereby glvlng sfudenfs an’
Her. ‘A more gmed sfudent con

led and manipulolod and helps brtng ] strohg
the r h 1t










e Manualdexrer ty 1s ;!iesséd in the creatly
. arts weaving class plictured to the right,




